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Baeza was a very strongly-fortified place on the banks
of a little river flowing from the Sierra Nevada, which
was conducted through an elaborate system of canals
to water the beautiful gardens that filled the valley.
All these had to be laid waste, and the mere prelimi-
naries of the siege occupied four months of constant
labour, and perpetual fighting with the light squadrons
of Moorish horse. The place was provisioned for
fifteen months, and Fernando, finding that there was
no hope of its yielding before the winter, would have
given up the siege but for his wife, who not only kept
up the ardour of the troops by her personal influence,
but took care that they should be well supplied with
all that could preserve their health in their winter
quarters. Huts were built instead of tents to keep out
the rain, in streets regularly laid out; pioneers were
kept at work to render the mountain roads passable
and to build bridges over the swollen torrents; fourteen
thousand beasts of burthen were constantly going to
and fro with supplies ; and agents were everywhere
employed to buy up corn for the army.

Even then sickness could not be averted, nor dis-
content. The gentlemen were especially disappointed
that the king forbade them to accept those challenges
to single combat with Moorish cavaliers which were
their special pride and delight; and the infantry, who
were suffering severely, began to murmur. On this,
the queen herself, with her young son and daughter,
came to the camp to share their perils and attend to
their wants ; and with her, as usual, the courage and
perseverance of the army received a new impulse.

The Baezans began to despair, and Syd Yah-yah,
El Zagal's nephew, began to treat with the sovereigns.